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or otherwise affect it. Still, just because there is a
mere semblance or sound of alleviation of the intel-
lectual and moral difficulty in this mode of present-
ment, our devotees will have none of it, but will go
on with their studies in celestial mechanics, their
seonian calculus, piling century upon century and
age upon age; sitting down breathless at times to
rejoice in the reflection that they have only just begun.
But it is more especially in the peopling of hell
that there is room for the play of temperament and
personal devotion, in selecting one or other of the
many free views open to Catholic Christians. I read,
in a recent number of an ecclesiastical periodical, that
two eminent theologians have satisfactorily refuted
the work of another theologian defending the opinion
that the majority of mankind will be saved. It might
not at first sight, and apart from the grave authorities,
patristic and otherwise, on the opposite side, seem an
altogether rash and extravagant opinion that, out of
the some fourteen hundred millions of the present
population of the globe, something less than seven
hundred millions should perish everlastingly; or, to
put it in other words, that only forty-nine per cent, of
the people we meet any day in London are doomed
to eternal flames. Still, we may more than suspect
that this lax theologian, sadly weak in devotion to
the doctrine of hell, and with a strong Sacre Cceur or
anti-Calvinist bias, really meant, in the naughtiness of
his heart, much more than he dared to say; that,
given an inch, he had it in petto to take an ell, and,
once over the crest of the hill, to run down the
other side at a gallop. For ourselves, while respecting
the goodness of his heart and the amiability of his